



Chromosome Test Asked for Accused Slayer of 2 


A Prince George's County 
Circuit Court judge was asked 
yesterday to authorize pay- 
ment for a test to determine 
whether an accused double 
nurdier has a genetic abnor- 
mality that could make him 
prone to crime. 

The defendant’s attorney, 
Karl Feissner, said he be- 
lieved dt was ^e first time in 
this country that the abnor- 
mality, which consists of an 
extra or male sex chro-- 
mosome, had been cited as 
possiele evidence in a court 
ease. 


The defendant is Joseph W. 
Perkins, 28, of Hyattsville, 
who is accused of shooting two 
men to death last Jan. 13 in a 
crowded Hyattsville bar^ Po- 
lice said Perkins, angered by 
stares from people at a nearby 
table, pulled out a pistol and 
fired. 

Perkins has pleaded both in- 
nocent and innocent on 
grounds of Insanity. 

Judge Digges told Feissner 
that if he could show that the 


chromosome count was *'a rec- 
ognized tool” of medical sci- 
ence mecessary to psychia- 
trists to make a full evalua- 
tion of the ipatient, the court 
would pay the costs of the 
test. 

Feissner, a court appointed 
attorney, said later he would 
be meeting with doctors who 
had examined Perkins, includ- 
ing one who had written a let- 
ter to the attorney, saying that 
Perkins, “with his chronic and 


severe acne, his borderline in- 
telligence and his history of 
aggressive outbursts through- 
out his life . . . resembles 
many of the people who are 
found to have the chromo- 
some pattern.” 

Perkins, who appeared in 
court, is about 6 feet and has 
acne scaons on both cheeks. 

Some geneticists believe 
that as many as one man in 
every 300— usually tall— has 
the genetic abnormality. Sci- 


entists have found that a dis- 
proportionately large numbei* 
of men with the extra “Y” 
chromosome are inmates in 
mental hospitals and prisons. 


On Oct. 9, an Australian la- 
borer was acquitted in Mel- 
bourne of a murder charge 
after he was shown to have 
the extra “Y” chromosome. He 
was the first person to be 
freed of a criminal charge 
since scientists had noted the 
relationship between the chro- 
mosome count and criminal 
tendencies in a person. 


After hearing Feissner’s mo- 
tion yesterday, Judge Dudley 
Diggs ordered the attorney to 
obtain written word from a 
psychiatrist that the genetic 
test involving a chromosome 
count was necessary to deter- 
mine if the defendant was re- 
sponsible for his action and 
competent to staind triaL 


